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Dear Members,  

The Crazy season is upon us ï get your calendars out and start the 
planning! The most important date is the 3rd December when we will 
have our Annual Christmas party. Seats are limited ï book today to 
make sure you donôt miss out. 

 

The 2nd date to book in is 19th February when we will have the 
midsummer party (små grodorna, små grodorna...) this year we are 
hoping to make it even more specialé Am I the only one who still 
finds it strange to plan for Christmas and midsummer at the same 
time? 

 

Kind Regards, 

Eva Sundin 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Sep/Oct  2011  

 

Upcoming events: 

¶ 3rd Dec 2011 ð 
Christmas Party! 

¶ 19 Feb 2012 ð 
Midsummer 

¶ 9 June 2012 - Lucia 

Contact:  

The Sweden -New Zealand 

Association Incorpora ted  

P.O. Box 12542 | Wellington  

PHONE:  

04 -499 9895  

E-Mail:  

sweden@xtra.co.nz  

WEB:  

www.sweden.org.nz  

Articles or suggestions:  

newsletter@sweden.org.nz   

 

SENZ (Sweden New Zealand Association) Committee: 
 
President: Joanna Piatek-Dyer                       Councillors:  Renate Carlton, Jessica Johansson,  
Vice President: Kathleen Forsey                                      Barbro Scott, Eva Sundin (Newsletter/web editor), 
Secretary Tinni Linden                                                 Cherie Uddén, Uella Watson 
Treasurer: Marita Appelros                                            Carol Wideberg, Tine Worén                                                                      
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SENZ Christmas Party 

2011  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Itôs Christmas Party Time! 
Held on the 3rd of December! 
At Connolly Hall (Guildford Terrace, Thorndon, Wellington) 
Time: 7 pm! 
 
Traditional Swedish Christmas Dinner with all that it entails!  
Schnaps, Allsång, långdans!! 
You need to bring a plate for the Smorgasbord! 
Make sure you call or email Cherie (cherie@sweden.org.nz, 04-
4756180). She will guide you as to what to bring (this way we won't get too 
many meatballs or Jansson and it will all balance). Please only typical 
Swedish food for the Swedish Christmas dinner (ie no sausage rolls)!! 
 
And as always, please donôt forget to put your name on your serving plate - it 
is easy to forget to take it with you as you leave. 
 
If you have your favourite dance music on an IPOD ï bring it - as the IPOD 
can be connected to the music equipment we are renting. 
 
It is vitally important that you pre-register as this totally popular annual event 
has NO DOORSALES!! 
 
Please use registration form attached at the end of the 
newsletter. 
 

mailto:cherie@sweden.org.nz
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Kaleidoscope  of  
European  Carols by Candlelight                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is by far one of my favourite pre-
Christmas events. Just what I need to get into 
the Christmas spirit ς a Kaleidoscope of 
European Carols. 
 
Bring family and friends, a blanket to sit on, 
maybe some glögg in a thermos... 
 
Us Swedes normally sign 3 traditional songs on 
stage ς come join us ς or just be there to cheer 
us on.  
 

Date: Sunday 11 Dec  2011 
Time: 7pm 
Where: Botanical Gardens Sound shell, 
Glenmore St.  
 
In support of New Zealand Red Cross. 

 

  

 Congratulations Carol 
 
Congratulations to Carol Wideberg for winning the 2011 
Meatball competition!  
 
A big Thank You to the judges who had to w ork very hard to 
find the winning meatballs : -) 
A big Thank You to all the competitors, well done!  
 
 

I hope everyone who came along to the evening enjoyed the Meatballs and the Movie - I sure did!  

 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

       
 

 
 

 

 

 

Swedish Mo ndays    
Swedish M onda ys @ Espresso Rescue 

6.30 ï 12.00  

Every Monday there is a small Red Coffee Van 
parked outside Laser Strike in Petone (399 
Hutt Road). Come by and have a chat with 
Johanna (she speaks Swedish) and a nice cup 
of ecological coffee. Johanna is also organising 
to bring some Swedish Books, magazines and 
dvdôs that you can borrow ï Do you have 
books etc to share? Bring them along! 
 

 

 Family news: Birth, Deaths and Marriages 
Do you have any news in regards to Birth, Deaths or marriages? ð Please let us know so we can 

spread the news! 
This month we have nothing to report. 

 

Swedish mezzo-soprano Anne 
Sofie Von Otter is coming to 
Wellington Town Hall, to give 
a concert on Friday the 18 
Nov 2011 7:30p.m. 
 

Pre-Concert Drinks 
The Sweden-New Zealand Association is looking to 
arrange pre-concert drinks. Pre-Concert drinks will be 
around 5-ish, (leaving at 6.15 to make sure we 
can attend the free pre-concert talk one hour prior to the 
performance). The venue for pre-concert drinks is Felix 
Café - 128 Wakefield Street (corner Wakefield 
Street/Cuba Street, opposite Michel Fowler Center) 
Please contact Tinni - Phone: (04) 4999895 or email 
tinni@sweden.org.nz 
 

mailto:tinni@sweden.org.nz


 

4 

  

  

 

 

  Midsummer 2012   
                 February 19th  
  
  

 
 

 
Bring your family and friends and come celebrate Midsummer with us. We are planning to 
make this years midsummer extra special by treating you to some Swedish style 
Strawberry Cake (Jordgubbstårta) so this year we do require a RSVP from all of you who 
intend to come. (To help us gauge how many cakes to bring). 
 
We will celebrate the Swedish way by decorate the maypole, dance around it, have a 
picnic and for the children ï Fiskedamm.  
 
Throughout the day there will be a Kubb Tournament going so please bring a few mates 
and put together a Kubb Tournament team.  
 
Programme (please note times are approximate): 
11 am ï Meet up and start decorating the Maypole & Tie your own Midsummer wreath. 
11.45 am ï Raising of the Maypole 
12.am ï Cake time. 
12.30 Kubb tournament starts. 
13.00 Dance and games around the maypole 
14.00 Price Giving - Kubb Tournament 
14.30 Fiskedamm 
 
 
× Bring greenery and flowers to decorate the maypole 
× Bring a blanket and picnic for you and your family 
× Bring friends and family (no need to be a member of the association) 

 
Please note: Come rain, come shine - We will celebrate regardless of the weather. If it 
pours with rain, we will use the fabulous girl guide indoor facilities which are there for us to 
use...  
 
× Date: Sunday 19th of February 
× Place: Huntleigh Girl Guide Hall Park in Crofton Downs ï 48 Silverstream Road 
× Time: from 11 am (see programme above) 
 
Please RSVP to tinni@sweden.org.nz (to help us gauge how any cakes and Fiskedamm 
gifts to bring)  
 
 
See you there! 

mailto:tinni@sweden.org.nz
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Swedish Celebrations in November/December 

5 Nov - All saints day: Not to be mixed up Halloween. This holiday represents historic traditions in honor of all 
the saints. The typical custom on All Saints' Day is to visit the graves of loved family members and friends, 
bringing decorations and candles in remembrance.  
 
6 Nov - Gustav Adolfsdagen (Gustavus Adolphus Day): is a general flag day, celebrated in Sweden on 
November 6 in memory of king Gustavus Adolphus of Sweden (Swedish: Gustav II Adolf), who was killed on 
this day in 1632 at the Battle of Lützen. This is the day to make a Gustavus Adolphus tart, yum! 
 
10 Nov - St Martin's Day ( or "Martin Goose" ): 
St Martin of Tours originally took the goose as his personal symbol, because when trying to avoid being 
ordained bishop he had hidden in a goose pen, where he was betrayed by the cackling of the geese. He 
celebrates his nameday in November, when the geese are ready for killing. St Martinôs Day was an important 
medieval autumn feast, and the custom of eating goose spread to Sweden from France. 
Black soup is served with entrails of various kinds, as well as goose-liver sausage, stewed prunes and 
potatoes. The goose is stuffed with apples and prunes and roasted slowly while being constantly basted in its 
own fat. The carcass is then boiled in water, which is thickened into sauce. The custom is particularly popular 
in Skåne in southern Sweden, where goose farming has long been practised, but it has gradually spread 
northwards. (source: Sweden.se) 
 
13 Nov -Fathers Day in Sweden. Donôt forget to give your dad or granddad in Sweden a call! 

27 Nov - 1st of Advent: Advent means arrival, or coming, and since the 5th century AD has heralded the 
Christmas season and the birth of Christ. Since the 1890s, the custom in Sweden has been to light a candle 
every Sunday during Advent. The Moravian custom of hanging a star made from paper, straw or chipwood in 
windows also found its way to Sweden in the 1930s, recalling the star that guided the Three Wise Men. The 
advent calendar dates from around this time as well. Children open a window in the calendar for each passing 
day until Christmas Eve. 

On the 1st of Advent, in Sweden people light the first candle in the Advent candlestick. This is always a special 
event, eagerly awaited. Each Sunday until Christmas, a new candle is lit (and blown out after a while), until all 
four candles are alight. The childrenôs expectations grow with every candle. On TV, there is a special 
Christmas calendar show for the young with 24 episodes. It, too, serves as a countdown to the big day. (source: 

Sweden.se) 

13 Dec ï Lucia: The Lucia tradition can be traced back both to St Lucia of Syracuse, a martyr who died in 
304, and to the Swedish legend of Lucia as Adamôs first wife. It is said that she consorted with the Devil and 
that her children were invisible infernals. Thus the name may be associated with both lux (light) and Lucifer 
(Satan), and its origins are difficult to determine. The present custom appears to be a blend of traditions. 
 
Lucia - the bearer of light. Alongside Midsummer, the Lucia celebrations represent one of the foremost cultural 
traditions in Sweden, with their clear reference to life in the peasant communities of old: darkness and light, 
cold and warmth. 
Lucia is an ancient mythical figure with an abiding role as a bearer of light in the dark Swedish winters. (source: 

Sweden.se) 
 

24 Dec - Christmas Eve: For Swedes this is the day of Celebration. Gingesnaps and glögg is a must,  
as is the Santa Porridge (made of round white rice and milk).  
At 3 p.m., the whole of Sweden turns on the TV to watch a cavalcade of Disney film scenes that have been 
shown ever since the 1960s without anyone tiring of them.  
Christmas Dinner: Christmas ham, pork sausage, an egg and anchovy mixture (gubbröra), herring salad, 
pickled herring, homemade liver patty, wortflavoured rye bread (vörtbröd), potatoes and a special fish dish, 
lutfisk.  
 
Once all have eaten their fill, Santa Claus himself arrives to wish the gathering a Merry Christmas and distribute 
the presents. (source: Sweden.se) 
 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweden
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 Christmas Gift Ideas: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God Jul  
&  

Gott Nytt År! 
----------------------------------- 

Merry Christmas  
& 

Happy New Year! 

 
One of our members has just 

started a Facebook page for 
Swedes in Wellington ð Great 

initiative ð please join: 
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Sw

edes-in-Wellington/277539625618615 
 

 
Did you also know there is a 

Facebook page for Swedes in 
New Zealand? Please join:  

 
https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/57

12607202/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Swedes-in-Wellington/277539625618615
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Swedes-in-Wellington/277539625618615
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/5712607202/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/5712607202/
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SENZ Christmas Party 2011  
 

Registration Form  

 

 

Donôt miss out ï seats are limited:  

------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------  

Yes ð we are coming to the 2011 Christmas Party.  

 

Names :_________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________  

 

______________________ ____________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________  

 

__________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

Number of People :__________   Conta ct phone number: _____________________  

 

Please find enclosed a cheque for $__________ Post to: SENZ, PO Box 125 42 Wellington 

 
Alternatively visit http://www.swenztaste.co.nz/SENZ -Xmasparty.html to register and pay 

online. 
 

 

$ 15 for members - $ 25 for non members  

http://www.swenztaste.co.nz/SENZ-Xmasparty.html
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                                     Membership Form  2011 

 
                                                                                                              
                                                         Please send with payment to  

The Sweden - New Zealand Association  

     PO Box 12542 Wellington 6144                        I require a receipt  
 

 

    I enclose                             as membership fee  

 
    $15 per calendar year for single/solo parent household, $30 for couples/families and $ 35  for corporate  

 
    Members:  

 

    Adults:____ __________________________________ ________________________________  

 

    Child:_____________________ Age:____________   Ch ild: ____________ Age:____________  

    

    Child:_____________________Age:_____________ Child: _____________Age:_____________  

 

    

    Contact  details:  

 

    Address:__________________________________ Phone (home):______________________  

 

                   __________________________________ Phone (work): ______________________  

 

                   __________________________________ Mobile:_____________________________  

 

    Email:     _________________________________________      (email would be great for eme rgency                   

announcements even if you choose not to receive the newsletter via email)         

 

    I would like my newsletter and information via email  
 
 
  I would like my newsletter via normal post but like updates and other information vi a email  
 
 
   Privacy Act Statement: I agree to have my name mentioned in the newsletter in a positive way  

 

   

    Signature:_____________________________________________  

 

 

   Comments/Questions/Suggestions____________________________________________ _____ __                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
____________________________________________ _____ ______________ _____ __ ________   

 

____________________________________________ _____ ______________ _____ ____ ______   

$ 

 

 

 

 


